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Mission 

Our intent is to manage 
our lands wisely 
and ensure that 

Vulcan County remains a 
great place to live, work 

and raise a family. 

Introduction 
A municipal development plan is a long-range statutory planning document providing a 
ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀǘŜǇŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ framework of 
policies for making decisions regarding future growth and development opportunities.  The 
policies of a municipal development plan shape the growth and development of a municipality.  
For a rural municipality where expanding the land base to allow for physical growth is often not 
an option, growth and development involves the establishment of new land uses and the 
intensification of existing ones within the current municipal boundaries.  This can take the form 
of diversification of agricultural operations, industrial development of natural resources, 
highway commercial enterprises and the subdivision of agricultural lands for residential 
acreages. 

 

Philosophy  

Vulcan County is a rural municipality and we 
celebrate our rural way of life.  A large part of what 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ value about living within the County is an 
appreciation for being rural.  As a County, we face 
pressures for growth and development and as such, 
need to balance these pressures against our rural 
character.   
 
±ǳƭŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Council wishes to promote the agriculture industry 
as the primary land use within the County.  Council 
recognizes the ability to diversify is a necessity to 
many agricultural producers, many of whom still 
operate under the auspices of the family farm and 
incorporates a degree of flexibility into its planning 
document for that reason.   
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Vulcan County has 
identified specific 

objectives in terms of 
future land uses and 
proposals for future 

development. 

Objectives 

To protect good quality agricultural land while allowing for 
subdivision and development to occur for a variety of uses 
as specified in the Land Use Bylaw. 

To encourage development opportunities within Vulcan 
County to expand the CƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ōŀǎŜ ǿhile 

limiting conflicts with existing land uses. 

To delineate basic standards that must be met when making 
applications for redesignations, developments or subdivisions. 

To encourage a consistent decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ±ǳƭŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ 
authorities when dealing with redesignations, developments or subdivisions. 

To continue to promote intermunicipal cooperation. 

To promote and encourage the development of a variety of energy generating facilities 
with an emphasis on renewable energy generating facilities. 

 

 

Public 

Participation 
 
As a municipal development plan is a 
statutory planning document, it must follow 
the legislative process outlined in the 
Municipal Government Act, 2000.  This 
requires notice to the public, adjacent 
municipalities and school authorities of plan 
initiation with the opportunity for input into 
the plan before a draft document is 
prepared.  This was accomplished by way of 
direct notification by letter, newspaper 
advertisement and the holding of an open 
house.  A further public hearing was held 
prior to second reading of the plan by 
Vulcan County Council. 
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Legislative Requirements 
±ǳƭŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
632(3) of the Municipal Government Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter M-26, 
(MGA) for the purpose of identifying future land use goals, defining the long-term expectations 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ 
objectives and policies of this Plan are reflective of the values and philosophy of the landowners 
and residents of Vulcan County.  The Municipal Government Act requires that the plan provide 
policies on a broad range of issues including future land use and development, co-ordination 
with adjacent municipalities, provision of transportation systems, and provision of municipal 
services and facilities (see Appendix A). 
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Regional Setting 
Vulcan County is centrally located within southern Alberta, approximately 40 km (25 miles) 
southeast of the City of Calgary and 56 km (35 miles) north of the City of Lethbridge.  Vulcan 
County is linked to other areas of Alberta by a network of provincial highways and the Canadian 
tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΩǎ ƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǊǘƘ-south direction through the municipality.  The 
closure of several CPR branch lines in southern Alberta brings added importance to the location 
of the mainline and increased opportunities for the municipality. 

The County is characterized by a mix of soil types, generally flat topography suited to grain 
production with isolated, hilly areas.  Grassland in the eastern portion of the County is used for 
grazing, a significant portion of which is under Crown ownership.  Some areas of the County 
benefit from the availability of irrigation as well due to the presence of the Little Bow River in 
the west, the Bow River on the north and east, and the McGregor Lake, Travers and Little Bow 
Reservoirs, which are a series of three connecting man-made reservoirs in the centre of the 
County mainly used as a source of water for irrigators, as well as a water supply for urban and 
rural residents and for recreation.   
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History 
 
Homesteaders began to settle the area of what is now Vulcan County starting in the early part of 
the twentieth century.  Large numbers of settlers from Eastern Canada, immigrants from Britain 
and Western Europe, and many from the Central United States came to seek land and set up 
homesteads in the area.  The development of the railway throughout the area had a significant 
impact on the settlement patterns of the County as virtually all of the towns, villages, and 
hamlets within the County are located on a rail line. 

The earliest record of local 
government in the Vulcan 
area is that of July 7, 1906.  
Shortly after the province 
of Alberta was formed in 
1905, legislation was 
enacted that set up 
organized areas averaging 
nine townships in size that 
were called Local 
Improvement Districts 
(LID).  These LIDs were the 
predecessor of modern-
day Counties and 
Municipal Districts.  
Between 1906 and 1950, 
the land was governed 
through a series of 
Municipal Districts. 

Most of the area presently known as Vulcan County was officially formed in 1951 when the 
Alberta LegislatuǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ά!Ŏǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦέ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ the area near Lomond 
and certain lands in the northeast corner of the County.  This new County included all of the 
Municipal District of Vulcan No. 29, part of the Municipal District of Blackie No. 30, part of the 
Municipal District of Argyle No. 26, part of the Municipal District of Barons No. 25, and part of 
Special Area No. 4.  The County was divided into nine electoral divisions and nine councillors 
were sworn into office.  Although Vulcan was the first County to be created in Alberta, it did not 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ΨNo. 1Ω ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛŘŜŀ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ 
came from the Grand Prairie School Division, which was promised the first number and was 
formed a day or two later. 

The larger District government was responsible for many improvements.  One of the first 
objectives was to provide every resident in the County with a good gravel road to town, which 
was accomplished in three years.  As well, the County undertook to upgrade the schools in all 
centres.  New schools were built at Carmangay, Champion and Milo, as well as a new High 
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School in Vulcan.  The County built a new repair shop and hired a staff of mechanics to maintain 
road machinery and school buses.  The new Vulcan administration building opened in 1950 with 
an addition completed in 1967. 

The most recent improvements to the County include the completion of Twin Valley Reservoir in 
2004, the renovation and expansion of the County administration building, and the construction 
of a cooperative Emergency Services building which houses emergency services and the local 
RCMP detachment.  The most recent development of a phased regional water system through 
Vulcan County and its urban neighbours may have the greatest impact on the area in the years 
to come. 




















































